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bulk of the population of Siam, Northeast-
ern Burma, Assam, and Southern Yun-nam,
and formerly ranged as far north as the
Yang-tsc-kiang basin. The Shans form a
connecting link between the Chinese in the
n. and the Siamese in the s. The Shans are
mostly semi-civilized, with a general knowl-
edge of letters, good agriculturists, and skilled
workers in metals. Their culture is essen-
tially Siamese, as shown by their social in-
stitutions, and especially by the form of
Buddhism which all outwardly profess, while
at heart still spirit or demon worshippers.

Shantung, maritime province, China. The
Hoang-ho, or Yellow River, flows from s.w.
to n.e., emptying into the Gulf of Chi-lL
There are large coal fields in the province
and gold, sulphur, iron, copper, asbestos, and
marble occur. Silk culture is well devel-
oped. Shantung is known as the cradle of
Chinese civilization. Confucius and Mencius
were born here, and here is the sacred moun-
tain of Tai-Shan; p. 30,803,245. In 1897,
on the pretext of securing reparation for the
murder of two German missionaries, Ger-
many forced the Chinese government to an
agreement whereby it leased to Germany the
district of Kiaochau for a term of 99 years,
and further sanctioned the construction by
Germany of a railway from Kiaochau and
Tsinan-fu to the boundary of the province
and of a second line from Kiaochau to Chin-
chau. In 1914 shortly after the beginning of
the Great War, Japanese forces seized Kiao-
chau, ousted the Germans from Shantung,
took over the German railway, and pro-
ceeded to occupy important points through
the province. By the terms of the Peace
Treaty, 1919, Japan acquired from Germany
all the rights, titles, and privileges acquired
by Germany in the original treaty of 1898.
China protested against the terms as an in-
justice to China and to the large Chinese
population of Shantung. At the 1922 Naval
Conference in Washington the territory was
restored to China. See CHINA; JAPAN.

Shapley, Harlow (1885- ), American
astronomer, was bom at Nashville, Mo. He
was educated at the University of Missouri
and Princeton; was astronomer at Mt. Wilson
Observatory (1914-21); director of Harvard
Observatory (1921- ). Was famed for in-
vestigations in globular clusters and for sci-
entific studies in World War II, He was ac-
tive in promoting science clubs in schools.

Shark, a general name applied to all the
larger Elasmobranch fishes of the sub-order

Selachoidei, the smaller members of this sub-
order being called dog-fish. The sharks have
an elongated and very flexible body, termin-
ating in a powerful tail, and having extra-
ordinar}T swimming powers, both from the
point of view of speed and of endurance.
iVTany inhabit the open ocean, and arc typi-
cal pelagic fish, but the smaller forms haunt
the coasts. Though reaching their maximum
development in the warmer seas of the globe,
a few extend into the Arctic region. All are
carnivorous, and in very many cases have
powerful teeth, generally triangular and dis-
posed in rows. Sharks are often very destruc-
tive to food fish, and some are even danger-
ous to man,
Sharon, plain, Palestine, to the n.w. of
Jerusalem, between the hills and the coast.
It was noted both for its beauty and its
fertility. Its roses (possibly narcissus, or
more probably rock cistus) are mentioned in
the Song of Solomon.
Sharon, city, Pennsylvania. It is an im-
portant industrial center, having iron fur-
naces, rolling mills, coke works, steel, brass,
and cement works, a boiler shop, chain,
stove, and nail works, flour, lumber, and
planing mills, There aro also manufactures
of malleable steel castings, electrical ap-
paratus, brick and tile, tinware, explosives,
light hardware, steel barrels, and tank cars.
Vast quantities of coal are mined in the
neighborhood and natural gas abounds; p.
25,622.
Sharp, in music, a name given to the
sign which, when prefixed to a note, raises
it a semitone. The double sharp raises a note
two semitones.
Sharp, Dallas Lore (1870-1929), Ameri-
can educator and author, was born in Haley-
ville, NT. J. His nature writings, contributed
to periodicals and in book form, are notable
for their accuracy of observation and grace-
ful literary treatment. They include The Rills
of Ilingham; Education in a Democracy;
The Magical Chance.
Sharp, Joseph Henry (1859- ), Am-
erican painter. Eleven of his portraits of
famous Indians were purchased by the U. S.
for the Smithsonian Institution.
Sharp, William ('Fiona Macleod')
(1855-1905), Scottish poet, novelist, and
critic, from the year 1881 devoted himself
entirely to literature* In addition to the
works published under his own name, he was
the author of all the work that appeared
under the pseudonym of 'Fiona Macleod'.